Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 RABAT 02001 251609Z 

64 

ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SSC-01 

OMB-01 /052W 

045990 

R251549Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5236 
INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RABAT 2001 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDIP MO (SAADANI, ABDELHAQ) 

SUBJECT: NEW MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR TO INDIA 

1. ABDELHAQ SAADANI'S APPOINTMENT AS MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR TO INDIA 
WAS ANNOUNCED MARCH 20, 1975. 

2. SAADANI IS ABOUT FIFTY-FIVE. HE HAS SPENT 8 YEARS IN STRASBOURG. 

HE HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS DIRECTOR OF THE AFRICAN DIVISION, 

FOMIN (1965); CULTURAL COUNSELOR, UNESCO DELEGATE, AND SOMETIMES 
CHARGE IN PARIS (1960-62); AND CHARGE IN LONDON (1962-65). 

PRIOR TO HIS APPOINTMENT, HE WAS SERVING AS ASSISTANT CHIEF OF 
CONSULAR AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS AT THE FOMIN, A JOB WHICH 
APPEARED TO INTEREST HIM VERY LITTLE. 

3. SAADANI'S GOOD FAMILY CONNECTIONS GO BACK TO THE CITY OF FES, 
BASTION OF ARAB (VERSUS BERBER) ELITISM, CULTURE, AND LEARNING. 

MR. SAADANI IS NOT UNAWARE OF HIS ORIGINS. HE IS A PLEASANT AND 
GRACIOUS MAN, OF AMENABLE MIEN TO AMERICANS, BUT WE DOUBT THAT 
HE WILL CUT A DYNAMIC FIGURE ON THE NEW DELHI DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT. 

HE SPEAKS LITTLE ENGLISH THOUGH HE IS FLUENT IN FRENCH. 

4. HE IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE SHORTLY AND WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS WIFE, LAI. I. A MALIKA, A FORMER TEACHER OF CLASSICAL ARABIC 
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SOME FRENCH. THIS IS HER FIRST SOJOURN OUTSIDE MOROCCO. 

NEUMANN 
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